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Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Vladimir
Putin of Russia in New York City
September 6, 2000

Russia-U.S. Relations
Q. Have you any expectations?
President Putin. Only positive expecta-

tions.
President Clinton. I agree with that. This

is just part of our ongoing, regular consulta-
tion. We’re going to have another chance to
meet in Asia in a couple of months, and we
have a lot of things to talk about. But it’s
part of our continuing effort to strengthen
our relationships and to help our people.

[At this point, a question was asked and an-
swered in Russian, and no translation was
provided.]

President Clinton. Thank you. Let me
just say one thing about the ABM issue. We
have worked together on nuclear issues very
closely for virtually the whole time I’ve been
in office and, actually, for quite a long time
before that, before I became President. The
decision that I made last week on our missile
defense will create an opportunity for Presi-
dent Putin and the next American President
to reach a common position. And I hope they
can, because I think it’s very important for
the future that we continue to work together.

When we work together, we can destroy
thousands of tons of nuclear materials and
lots of nuclear weapons and work together
in the Balkans for peace. I mean, we can
get a lot of things done if we work together.
So I hope that the decision that I made will
enable my successor and President Putin to
resolve this issue and to continue working
together on all the arms control issues.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, the deadline set by

Israel and the Palestinians is a week from
today. Do you have any reason to believe that
there might be something worked out by this
time, or would you like the parties to discard
the deadline?

President Clinton. Well, I haven’t met
with them yet, but I think that—I think we
can work through that if there’s a sense of
progress—and one of the things I hope I

have a chance to talk to President Putin
about—but I think the main thing they have
to decide is whether there is going to be an
agreement within what is the real calendar,
which is the calendar that is ticking in the
Middle East against the political realities in
Israel as well as for the Palestinians. There’s
a limit to how long they have, and it’s not
very much longer.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:25 a.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Joint Statement: Strategic Stability
Cooperation Initiative Between the
United States of America and
Russian Federation
September 6, 2000

President William Jefferson Clinton of the
United States of America and President
Vladimir Putin of the Russian Federation
met today in New York and agreed on a Stra-
tegic Stability Cooperation Initiative as a con-
structive basis for strengthening trust be-
tween the two sides and for further develop-
ment of agreed measures to enhance stra-
tegic stability and to counter the proliferation
of weapons of mass destruction, missiles and
missile technologies worldwide. In further-
ance of this initiative, the two Presidents ap-
proved an implementation plan developed by
their experts as a basis for continuing this
work.

The Strategic Stability Cooperation Initia-
tive builds on the Presidents’ agreement in
their two previous meetings. The Joint State-
ment on Principles of Strategic Stability,
adopted in Moscow on June 4, 2000, and the
Joint Statement on Cooperation on Strategic
Stability, adopted in Okinawa on July 21,
2000, establish a constructive basis for
progress in further reducing nuclear weapons
arsenals, preserving and strengthening the
ABM Treaty, and confronting new challenges
to international security. The United States
and Russia reaffirm their commitment to the
ABM Treaty as a cornerstone of strategic sta-
bility. The United States and Russia intend
to implement the provisions of the START
I and INF Treaties, to seek early entry into
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force of the START II Treaty and its related
Protocol, the 1997 New York agreements on
ABM issues and the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty, and to work towards the
early realization of the 1997 Helsinki Joint
Statement on Parameters on Future Reduc-
tions in Nuclear Forces. The United States
and Russia also intend to seek new forms of
cooperation in the area of non-proliferation
of missiles and missile technologies with a
view to strengthening international security
and maintaining strategic stability within the
framework of the Strategic Stability Coopera-
tion Initiative between our two countries.

The Strategic Stability Cooperation Initia-
tive could include, along with expansion of
existing programs, new initiatives aimed at
strengthening the security of our two coun-
tries and of the entire world community and
without prejudice to the security of any state.

START III Treaty and ABM Treaty.
The United States and Russia have presented
their approaches to the principal provisions
of the START III Treaty and on ABM issues.
The United States and Russia have held in-
tensified discussions on further reductions in
strategic offensive forces within the frame-
work of a future START III Treaty and on
ABM issues, with a view to initiating negotia-
tions expeditiously, in accordance with the
Moscow Joint Statement of September 2,
1998, the Cologne Joint Statement of June
20, 1999 and the Okinawa Joint Statement
of July 21, 2000 by the two Presidents. They
will seek to agree upon additional measures
to strengthen strategic stability and con-
fidence, and to ensure predictability in the
military field.

NPT, CTBT, FMCT, BWC and Nuclear
Weapon-Free Zones. The United States and
Russia reaffirm their commitment to the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons as the foundation of the inter-
national nuclear non-proliferation and nu-
clear disarmament regime.

The United States and Russia will seek to
ensure early entry into force and effective
implementation of the Comprehensive Nu-
clear Test Ban Treaty. They will continue to
work to begin negotiations to conclude a
Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty and to
strengthen the Biological Weapons Conven-
tion. They will continue to facilitate the es-

tablishment of nuclear weapon-free zones in
the world, based on voluntary agreements
among states in the relevant region, con-
sistent with the relevant 1999 Report of the
United Nations Disarmament Commission,
as an important avenue for efforts to prevent
nuclear weapons proliferation.

Discussions of issues related to the
threat of proliferation of missiles and mis-
sile technology. The United States and Rus-
sia are prepared to expand their discussions
of issues related to the threat of proliferation
of missiles and missile technologies. These
discussions will include annual briefings
based on assessments of factors and events
related to ballistic and cruise missile pro-
liferation. Annual assessments will address
potential threats to international security.
With a view to preventing the proliferation
of missiles and weapons of mass destruction,
political and diplomatic measures will be dis-
cussed and undertaken, using bilateral and
multilateral mechanisms.

Cooperation in the area of Theater Mis-
sile Defense. The United States and Russia
are prepared to resume and then expand co-
operation in the area of Theater Missile De-
fense (TMD), and also to consider the possi-
bility of involving other states, with a view
to strengthening global and regional stability.

The sides will consider as specific areas
of such cooperation:

• Expansion of the bilateral program of
joint TMD command and staff exer-
cises.

• Possibility of involving other states in
joint TMD command and staff exer-
cises.

• Possibility of development of methods
for enhanced interaction for joint use
of TMD systems.

• Joint development of concepts for pos-
sible cooperation in TMD systems.

• Possibility of reciprocal invitation of ob-
servers to actual firings of TMD sys-
tems.

Early warning information. The United
States and Russia, in implementation of the
Memorandum of Agreement between the
United States of America and the Russian
Federation on the Establishment of a Joint
Center for the Exchange of Data from Early
Warning Systems and Notification of Missile
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Launches signed in Moscow on June 4, 2000,
intend to establish and put into operation in
Moscow within a year the joint center for
exchange of data to preclude the possibility
of missile launches caused by a false missile
attack warning. The Parties will also make
efforts to come to an early agreement on a
regime for exchanging notifications of missile
launches, consistent with the statement of
the Presidents at Okinawa on July 21, 2000.

Missile Non-Proliferation measures.
The United States and Russia intend to
strengthen the Missile Technology Control
Regime. They declare their commitment to
seek new avenues of cooperation with a view
to limiting proliferation of missiles and mis-
sile technologies. Consistent with the July 21,
2000, Joint Statement of the Presidents at
Okinawa, they will work together with other
states on a new mechanism to integrate, inter
alia, the Russian proposal for a Global Con-
trol System for Non-Proliferation of Missiles
and Missile Technologies (GCS), the U.S.
proposal for a missile code of conduct, as well
as the MTCR.

Confidence and transparency-building
measures. Bearing in mind their obligations
under the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons, the United States and
Russia will seek to expand cooperation re-
lated to the Comprehensive Nuclear Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) to promote a mutually
beneficial technical exchange that will facili-
tate the implementation of the CTBT after
its entry into force. The United States and
Russia are prepared to discuss confidence
and transparency-building measures as an
element of facilitating compliance with, pre-
serving and strengthening the ABM Treaty.
These measures could include: data ex-
changes, pre-notifications of planned events,
voluntary demonstrations, participation in
observations, organization of exhibitions, and
strengthening the ABM Treaty compliance
verification process.

The Presidents of the United States and
Russia have agreed that officials from the rel-
evant ministries and agencies will meet annu-
ally to coordinate their activities in this area,
and look forward with interest to such a
meeting in the near future.

The United States and Russia call upon
all nations of the world to unite their efforts
to strengthen strategic stability.

The President of The President of
the United States of America the Russian Federation

New York City
September 6, 2000

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the Strategic Stability Co-
operation Initiative Implementation Plan.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by
United Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan in New York City
September 6, 2000

Mr. Secretary-General, Mr. Security
Council President; to the Presidents of Fin-
land and Namibia, the Co-Presidents of this
remarkable Millennial Summit. First, let me
say again on behalf of the American people,
we are deeply honored to host each and every
one of you in this largest ever gathering of
world leaders. For many of you, this has been
a long and difficult journey, and I thank you
for coming.

Mr. Secretary-General, I think I speak for
all here when I thank you for your hospitality,
your leadership, your vision, and your inspi-
ration. A year ago at this luncheon you looked
ahead to the Millennial Summit and said the
following: ‘‘It must go beyond a series of
statements. It must make decisions, setting
the agenda for the United Nations in the new
century.’’ You have helped to set that agenda
by publishing your Millennium Report and
the report on U.N. peace operations.

You have raised the hardest questions
about the U.N.’s responsibilities in this new
era and given some of the hard answers. And
you have reminded us that the final answers
must come from those with the authority and
the resources to help the United Nations ful-
fill its mission. In the final analysis, all of us
in this room and those whom we represent
must be up to the challenge if the U.N. is
to succeed.


